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The bibliography seems to be rather full. But for Sri Lanka, in addition to earlier
sources used (Codrington’s Ceylon Coins and Currency, Memoirs of the Colombo
Museum 1924), R. Walburg’s dissertation (Antike Miinzen aus Ceylon, Miinster 1980)
should have been noted. Fortunately for the author, Walburg’s thorough analysis confirms
Turner’s conclusions as most of the coins there are late (4th and 5th century) coppers.
Other omissions are S.E. Sidebotham’s recent study (Roman Economic Policy in the
Erythra Thalassa, Leiden 1986, cf. Arctos 1988, 237f.) and P.L. Gupta’s stimulating
article in S. Mookerji Vol. (Chowkhamba Sanskrit Studies 69, Varanasi 1969, 169-180).
Also missing is the curious imitation of a Ptolemaic coin included in the
Karivalamvandanallur find of aurei, briefly discussed in R. Nagaswamy (ed.), South
Indian Studies I, Madras 1978, 105-108. The bibliography contains rather a large number
of misprints, but fortunately there are few in the actual text itself. At the very beginning
the date of the earliest attested find (Nellore 1786) is erroneously given as 1796. But these
are minor defects. Dr. Turner has produced a very interesting monograph which must be
taken into account in any future study of the eastern trade of the Graecco-Roman West.

Klaus Karttunen

Serta Historica Antiqua II. Pubblicazioni dell’Istituto di Storia Antica e Scienze
Ausiliarie dell’Universita degli Studi di Genova XVI. Giorgio Bretschneider, Roma
1989. VI, 305 p. ITL 350.000.

Ecco il secondo volume della nuova serie di Serta Historica dell’attivo Istituto di Storia
antica dell’Universita genovese. Contiene interessanti contributi riguardanti il campo pit
prettamente storico, ma abbondano anche articoli papirologici e soprattutto epigrafici,
rappresentando 1’epigrafia uno dei maggiori punti d’interesse di questo Istituto.

Non essendo possibile analizzare in modo piti approfondito tutti i contributi, mi
limiterd a scorrere sommariamente alcuni che mi sembrano particolarmente interessanti
e di cui posso permettermi un giudizio piu approfondito. Mennella e Desderi pubblicano,
corredandole con fotografie, iscrizioni urbane che si trovano in raccolte liguri, e piu
precisamente ad Albenga, Finale Ligure, Genova e Gorreto. Questa pubblicazione &
un’eloquente testimonianza della ricca presenza di epigrafi urbane in Liguria, € non sono
le uniche (va detto per inciso che il Mennella ha testé pubblicato altre iscrizioni di
provenienza urbana esistenti a Genova: Epigraphica 51 [1989] 230 sgg.). Tra i testi qui
pubblicati si trovano anche alcuni inediti, ad es. un’interessante epigrafe paleocristiana
diun Caristio (n. 10), il cui nome non ricorre con frequenza. — Nell’articolo della Angeli
Bertinelli troviamo uno sguardo d’insieme su personaggi femminili in iscrizioni lunensi,
per lo piu inedite (nell’iscrizione che comincia d.m. Syceni Erennie, non si tratta di
un’anticipazione del cognome come prenome, bensi di un’inversione del gentilizio e
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cognome, fenomeno non ignoto nell’onomastica femminile, o piuttosto di Psyche,
schiava di una Herennia). — 11 Mennella pubblica nuovi documenti sui Tigullii. — Tutto
sommato, un volume di grande interesse.

Heikki Solin

J.S. Morrison — J.F. Coates: The Athenian Trireme. The History and Reconstruction of
an Ancient Greek Warship. Cambridge University Press, 1986. XXIII, 266 p., 75 ill., 15
maps. GBP 7.95.

The exact structure of the Greek trieres has puzzled scholars for centuries and various
attempts have been made to reconstruct the ship. John Morrison, a classical scholar, and
John Coates, a naval architect, have perfected a design which they believe fulfils the
essential structural requirements, basing it on a study both of the archaeological evidence
and of the historical accounts of sea-battles. The life-sized triere they have built has cost
enormous amounts of money. Morrison, who has been occupied with Greek ships since
1940, has realized his plans using English and later also Greek funds.

The book thoroughly deals with all questions essential for the reconstruction, including
some sea-battles and other operations. Most attention is drawn naturally to the enigma
of the triere, though other associated questions are introduced. As a non-specialist in the
field, I do not feel I am competent to analyse all the details of the authors’ arguments.
The reader should himself read this exciting book. One remark might be made, however.
On p. 115 we read that the oarsmen were specialists. The reviewer, who has spent his
whole childhood in the archipelago of SW Finland and has had a lifetime’s experience
in rowing, is a little sceptical concerning that remark. And the fact that in some special
circumstances the trieres were manned by hoplites and slaves (who were not naval
"specialists"), suggests a most rapid training for a triere’s crew.

Heikki Solin

Géza Alfoldy: Die Krise des romischen Reiches. Geschichte, Geschichtsschreibung und
Geschichtsbetrachtung. Ausgewihlte Beitrige (HABES 5). Franz Steiner Verlag
Wiesbaden GmbH, Stuttgart 1989. 541 S. DEM 98.

Nach den Sammelbinden "Die romische Gesellschaft" (1986) und "Romische Heeres-
geschichte" (1987) erscheint jetzt "Die Krise des romischen Reiches”, wo 20 weitere
Beitrige des Heidelberger Althistorikers enthalten sind, die aber nur eine Auswahl und
keineswegs alles reprisentieren, was der Verfasser zum Thema geschrieben hat. Darunter





