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of transmission, so that Suetonius, or an intermediate author, has translated it 
correctly, whereas Pliny, or an intermediate author perhaps, did so incorrectly.23 

In conclusion, Pliny's claim that Nero had used to watch gladiatorial 
games in a smaragdus, by which he seems to mean a mirror made of 
smaragdus, is best explained as the result of the misreading and mistaken 
translation of a source which had originally described how Nero had used to 
watch the games like a spy, not in the manner of a man with a mirror. It is not 
entirely clear why Pliny should have committed this error, or have failed to 
detect his error subsequently, if it really was he rather than an intermediate 
author who did so, but one suspects that two factors may have been at play here. 
First, Pliny carried out an enormous amount of work very quickly, often in 
highly unfavourable conditions, such as when he was travelling.24 Furthermore, 
he deprived himself of sleep in order to keep up the pace so that he often dozed 
off during his work. All told, therefore, it is not difficult to believe that he, or 
the assistant who read to him as he made his notes, could have made a mistake 
as described above. Next, the reputation of Nero was such that any descriptions 
of strange behaviour probably did not seem quite so strange when attributed to 
him. In other words, Pliny was deceived by his basic prejudice against Nero.25 
The same prejudice probably underlies much of the continued modern 
acceptance that the flamboyant and extravagant Nero could have behaved 
exactly as alleged. 
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23 For other indications that Suetonius derived some of his information concerning Nero 
from a Greek source, see e.g. D. Woods, "Nero's Pet Hippopotamus (Suet. Nero 37,2)", 
Arctos 38 (2004) 219–22. 
24 Pliny (the Younger), Ep. 3,5,7–19. 
25 On his hostility towards Nero, see e.g. NH 7,45–46; 22,96; 34,45; 35,51; 37,50. 
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e acuto saggio di Domenico Musti, che mostra la propria competenza anche al di fuori del 
suo campo specialistico, la storia greca, che insegna alla Sapienza. La serie, di cui 
esattamente la metà è costituita dai saggi antichistici, mentre l'altra metà è dedicata ai tempi 
post-antichi (il primo e l'ultimo volume abbracciano ambedue i periodi), ha avuto un buon 
inizio, e le auguriamo una diffusione comparabile a quella della rivista stessa. 

Heikki Solin 
 
 
Sapheneia. Beiträge zur Klassischen Philologie. Herausgegeben von MARGARETHE 

BILLERBECK und BRUCE KARL BRASWELL, Peter Lang, Bern – Berlin – Bruxelles – Frankfurt 
a. M. – New York – Oxford – Wien: 1: ORLANDO POLTERA: Le langage de Simonide. Étude 
sur la tradition poétique et son renouvellement (1997), ISBN 978-3-906757-32-2, 686 pp. 
EUR 70,30; 2: PETER GROSSARDT: Die Trugreden in der Odyssee und ihre Rezeption in der 
antiken Literatur (1998), ISBN 978-3-906759-85-2, XIII, 491 S. EUR 44,90; 4: SOPHIE 

GUEX: Ps.-Claudien, Laus Herculis. Introduction, texte, traduction et commentaire (2000), 
ISBN 978-3-906764-02-3, 244 pp. EUR 50,30; 5: MARGARETHE BILLERBECK – CHRISTIAN 

ZUBLER: Das Lob der Fliege von Lukian bis L. B. Alberti. Gattungsgeschichte. Texte, 
Übersetzungen und Kommentar (2000), ISBN 978-3-906765-24-2, 264 S. EUR 51; 6: DAVID 

AMHERDT: Sidoine Apollinaire, Le quatrième livre de la correspondance. Introduction et 
commentaire (2001), ISBN 978-3-906766-82-9, 589 pp. EUR 69,60; 7: MARGARETHE 

BILLERBECK – SOPHIE GUEX: Sénèque, Hercule furieux. Introduction, texte, traduction et 
commentaire (2002), ISBN 978-3-906768-18-2 VIII, 608 pp. EUR 86,40; 8: PASCALE 



198 Arctos 40 (2006) 

HUMMEL: Philologus auctor. Le philologue et son œuvre (2003), ISBN 978-3-906770-80-2, 
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Die neue, von Margarethe Billerbeck und ihrem Gatten herausgegebene Serie, deren unserer 
Zeitschrift vom Verlag zugesandte Bände oben aufgeführt sind, konzentriert sich auf die 
Interpretation antiker, gelegentlich auch späterer Texte. Bei den Bänden handelt es sich 
sowohl um kommentierte Editionen als auch um selbständige Monographien, die aus 
eigenständiger Forschung zum Verständnis antiker Texte beitragen wollen, sei es durch deren 
Exegese, sei es durch problembezogene Untersuchungen. Große Bedeutung innerhalb der 
Reihe kommt dem Nachleben antiker Texte zu, und zwar vornehmlich der Überlieferungs- 
und Interpretationsgeschichte sowie dem historischen Aspekt der philologischen Disziplin. 
Ein viel versprechender Anfang.  
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 Il presente volume è il risultato dell'attività di una delegazione campana 
dell'Associazione Italiana di cultura classica, ma il suo contenuto è molto vario; solo poche 
delle relazioni hanno direttamente a che fare con la cultura classica (e delle recensioni 
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Der emeritierte Trierer Klassische Philologe Hans-Otto Kröner hat zu seinem 75. Geburtstag 
eine Festschrift erhalten, eine thematisch bunte Mischung von Beiträgen in sechs Sprachen 
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Inhalt, soweit ich ihn verstanden habe, nicht Neues bringt?). Man gewährt dem verdienten 
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