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There is an inherent inconsistency in the established aim of the companion volumes 
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manage to say something that is accessible and interesting to the non-specialist (ranging from 
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and providing a useful account of the topic for the non-specialist are not necessarily goals eas-
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modern viewpoints in an article of average length while holding on to the ideal of clarity may 
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The results of this can be seen in that too often the chapters fail to present their basic in-
formation lucidly enough to provide the non-specialist (say, a university teacher coming from 
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note that in both volumes there are many good chapters that do succeed in combining these 
two aspects.
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There is a considerable difference in the scope of material to be discussed in the two 
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ence and an intriguing reception history should have a companion where these aspects are 
adequately covered. But the volume as it stands now should have included the word 'reception' 
in its title.
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Lucretius and the history of science.

Kenney's chapter on language and style is good, but is more about style than language, 
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detail. The absence of such a chapter is probably a by-product of the volume's policy to be (to 
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natural result of the varying range of materials covered by the individual chapters, but more 
editorial guidance might have rendered them more useful down the line.

The ambitious goal of these companions means that not all chapters will satisfy all po-
tential users, but some of them do, and all will probably satisfy at least some of their potential 
users.
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